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Ways to share joy 
By Renée Watson 
J WAT 2022 
 
Newbery Honor and 
Coretta Scott King    
Author Award winner 
Renée Watson         
continues her     
charming young      
middle grade series 
starring Ryan Hart, a 
girl who is pure spirit 
and sunshine. 

 
Ryan Hart is caught in the middle. She has 
an older brother and a new baby sister, 
and she's in a friendship tug-of-war with 
two friends who both want to be her best 
best friend. How can Ryan think about   
being kind to a classmate who is relentless 
with his teasing? Or be her signature sunny 
self when her brother, Ray, pulls the       
ultimate prank? 
 
But even when it seems like nothing is   
going her way, Ryan still looks for a way to 
see the bright side of things, refusing to let 
anything steal her joy, and finding ways to 
share it with everyone she meets. 
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Maya’s Song by Renée 
Watson 
J 921 ANGELOU 2022 
 

This unforgettable picture 
book introduces young 
readers to the life and work 
of Maya Angelou, whose 
words have uplifted and 
inspired generations of 
readers. The author of the 
celebrated autobiography I 
Know Why the Caged Bird 

Sings, Maya was the first Black person and first  
woman to recite a poem at a presidential                
inauguration, and her influence echoes through    
culture and history. She was also the first Black   
woman to appear on the United States quarter.  
Newbery Honor and Coretta Scott King Author Award 
winner Renée Watson uses Angelou's beloved        
medium of poetry to lyrically chronicle her rich life in 
a deeply moving   narrative. Vivid and striking collage 
art by Caldecott Honor recipient and Coretta Scott 
King Illustrator Award winner Bryan Collier           
completes this unforgettable portrait of one of the 
most important American artists in history. 
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Ruby Finley vs. the       
Interstellar Invasion  
By K Tempest Bradford 
J BRA 2022 
 
Ruby Finley vs. the       
Interstellar Invasion is a 
backyard adventure-
mystery by debut        
children's author K. 
Tempest Bradford,      
perfect for fans of Clean 

Getaway , The Last Last Day of Summer , and 
Sideways School . 
 
Eleven-year-old Ruby is a Black girl who loves 
studying insects and would do just about 
anything to be an entomologist, much to the 
grossed-out dismay of her Gramma. Ruby 
knows everything there is to know about  
insects so when she finds the weirdest bug 
she's ever seen in her front yard, she makes 
sure no one is looking and captures it for 
further study. 
 
But then Ruby realizes that the creature isn't 
just a regular bug. And it has promptly 
burned a hole through her window and    
disappeared. Soon, random things around 
the neighborhood go missing, and no one's 
heard from the old lady down the street for a 
week. Ruby and her friends will have to     
recover the strange bug before the feds do. 
 
Ruby is the science hero we've all been    
waiting for!  
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Moonflower by Kacen 
Callender 
J CAL 2022 
 

Moon's depression is       
overwhelming. Therapy 
doesn't help, and Moon is 
afraid that their mom hates 
them because they're sad. 
Moon's only escape is      
traveling to the spirit realms 

every night, where they hope they'll never return 
to the world of the living again. 

The spirit realm is where they have their one and 
only friend, Wolf, and where they're excited to 
experience an infinite number of adventures. But 
when the realm is threatened, it's up to Moon to 
save the spirit world. 
 

 
The Witch’s Apprentice 
by Zetta Elliott 
J ELL 2022 
 
The dragons may be out of 
the bag, but Jaxon is ready 
to hatch some magic of his 
own in this third book in 
the critically acclaimed   
series. 
 
Ever since the baby      

dragons were returned to the magical realm, 
things have been off. The New York summer has 
been unusually cold. A strange sleeping sickness 
is spreading across the city. And Jaxon's friends 
Kenny and Kavita have begun to change,          
becoming more like the fairy and dragon they 
once cared for.  
 
On top of all that, Jax is hiding a secret-Vik       
entrusted him with a phoenix egg! Jax wants to 
help his friends and learn how to hatch the   
phoenix, but so far his lessons as a witch's       
apprentice haven't seemed very useful. Where 
can he find the strength-and the magic-he 
needs?  

Butt Sandwich & Tree  
By Welsey King 
J KIN 
 
Eleven-year-old Green 
loves his devoted older 
brother, Cedar, a popular 
basketball star, but that 
doesn't mean he wants to 
follow in his footsteps. He 
doesn't really care about 
sports or making friends. 

Still, eventually Green caves to pressure to 
try out for the basketball team. He may be 
tall like Cedar, but he's nowhere near as 
skilled. 
 
And when a confrontation with the coach 
spurs Green to flee the court, his flight   
coincides with a priceless necklace going 
missing--making him the number one sus-
pect. To clear Green's name, the two   
brothers team up to find the necklace, and 
along the way, they learn to appreciate 
their differences...and the things that bring 
them together.  

 
The Tryout by      
Christina               
Soontornvat 
J SOO 2022 
 
When cheerleading 
tryouts are an-
nounced, Christina and 
her best friend, Megan, 
literally jump at the 
chance to join the 
squad. As two of the 
only kids of color in the 

school, they have always yearned to fit in--
and the middle school cheerleaders are 
popular and accepted by everyone. But will 
the girls survive the terrifying tryouts, with 
their whole grade watching? And will their 
friendship withstand the pressures of   
competition?  
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